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to dislike it. I'm glad to have seen it, all the same. He gets quite
hot, sometimes!

Here is the Viollet-le-Duc1 catalogue-entry, too. It isn't a book
to possess, but one to refer to. I call it a cheap price for what
must be, in England, a rarity. I expect it is common in Paris:
but then there is the franc exchange.

Also a letter from a woman to return.

As I said, I fear I have missed the boat, for lately a viking ship
came from you: so I place you in Norway. Those longships were
very finely built, and perfectly seaworthy. In a short sea they must
have been wet: but if one hove-to and waited for it to blow out,
one would be safe, if not comfortable. I don't think the Vikings
were marvellous seamen. They coasted, and came ashore when-
ever it seemed threatening. Had they had better ships, they would
have gone to America long before the Spaniards.2

533:    TO THE HON. LADY FULLERTON
27. vni. 34                                       13, Birmingham Street^ Southampton
Dear Lady Fullerton, I waited to finish with this proof8 before
writing to you. Please don't regard it as a lent book, it is only
an uncorrected proof. Publishers send these out to their readers,
who correct them and throw them away. Please dump it in the
W.P.B. when it begins to bore you. Of course the actual book
will be better, in print and paper, and will have pictures.
I find it a remarkable book. It is old-fashioned in the sense
that the traveller does not keep one eye on himself, in the Peter
Fleming manner. He is simple and very observant, and natural.
I think he has a gift for writing too, despite some bad grammar.
Thanks to your kindness and the Admiral's, what should
have been an awkward visit to Plymouth turned into an excellent
time. I do hope the result (or one result) will be Naval help in
1 Author  of the  Dictionnaire  Raisonn^ the first  great work on French Medieval
Architecture.
2 As a great reader of the sagas Lawrence must have known that the Vikings reached
America.
* Of Desert and Forest, by L. M- N$sbitt*